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-————=—Iaquire who in it is worthy. 


A DI been call'd to preach to this Au- 
ditory at any other Seaſon, 1 ſhould: 
| have thought an Apology a very imper- 
| | REN tinent Preface to my Sermon. But tho” 5 | 
ag the paſt Courſe of my Miniſtry, I have hap+1 
1 ir vd in unenvied, unmoleſted Obſcurity, not 
ont ſuch a meaſure of Reſpect as I freely own 
rrior to my Merit; yet I have, for ſome late 
Wonths, been ſo us 0 to Miſrepreſentation and 
right Calumny, that you muſt pardon me if 
Win not without Jealouſy, leſt ſome ſnould jima- 
WF: 1 had made choice of this Text with a Deſign 
WP cmbclliſh the Character of Perſons, whoſe No- 
W's they may think agreeable to my own nd * 
or an Odium upon others as unworthy,' the* Ho- 
ig be farther from my Intention. To prevent 
c a Treatment, as far as poſſible, I deelare 
i K al! Seriouſneſs and Solemnity, I'can lay my 
ad upon a peaceful Bread, and ſay, I have 10 
1 a no way concern'd in raiſing thoſe fierce Con- | j 
=” among us, which have of late given Diver- ' 
22 flog | | 


* a 


. 


r 2 
, . a . 4 oy, 


fon to al who envy us our common Liberty, and 
created Pain to the very Heart of « every Cathof 
lic-ſpirited Chriſtian. Whatever Character Mich 
apprehenſion or Art may have given me, I am «WY T: 
far from being an Arian, as I can be, without beM we | 
ing a direct Tritheiſt or Sabellian: And if I thought Lord 
any Notions ſpreading in the World were mor with 
dangerous than the laſt mention'd, I would not} 
for any thing, have done ſo much to give them 4 
Paſsport, as ſome warm Gentlemen have done,-whd 
ſeem ſo much to ſuſpe& their Cauſe, ot *theif 
Management, as to call in the Aſſiſtance of Al 
thority to ſuppreſs them; which I take to be al 
effe&ual Slur upon any good cauſe, and a Sreaaf 


tratic 
den, 

were 
17, 
and 5 


Complement upon a bad one, than I ſhould he wil tion t 
| ling, in mere Prudence to allow it. | utho 
b. 2 
WAT I deſign from this Text is, to hel and of 
Chriſtians on both ſides, amidſt our eager Diſputeg 
to know from plain Scripture Characters, 'wheth@ T 
they are Worthy, ſince they cannot hope to be bt pos'd 
ſalli lie in their Searches after Truth. The Inquiry tion 
is of ſuch Importance, that one would think A their 
Lovers of Truth, and the Peace of their owl their ] 
Minds, fhould be glad of help from any one, wh lſhing 
would bring tolerable Security that He will n entran 
miſlead them, For the Sincerity of my ne ppeai 
to inform you right, I can anſwer ; but the be bons u 
Security 1 can give, that I will not miſlead jo Rcetve 
thro” involuntary Miſtake, is, that I will purpoſeſiſ cient 1 
avoid all intricate Reaſoning and artful HaranguY ithes, 


7 


and form my Inquiry ;mifay from Scripture Reve- 
lation. x A — <1 84121 


WM 1: the Chatter from whence my Text is taken, 
„e have an Account of a Commiſſion our bleſſed 
Lord gave the Twelve, to go forth and proclaim, 
A with the Atteſtation of Miracles, the near Ap- 
MM croaches of the Kingdom of God; which was 
bout to be ſer up under the immediate Adminiſ- 
MW tration of the Meſſzah, who was the Lord from Hed- 
een, 1 Cor xv. 47. By their firſt Commiſſion they 
W were reſtrained, as to the Exerciſe of their Miniſ- 
ty, and ſeat to the Fews, excluſive of the Gentiles: 
ind Samaritans : But after. our Saviour's Reſurrec- 


uthoriz'd by him to go, and reach all Nations bap- 
xing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
md of the Holy Ghoſt, Matt. xxviit- 18, 19. 


* 


pos d a ft anding Directory to them, in the Execu- 
ton of both "theſe Commiſſions- To facilitate 


iſhing the Goſpel, they have Orders, at their firſt 


lons worthy of their Labours, by being prepar'd to 
eceive the Goſpel, if it came atteſted with ſuffi- 
dent Evidence; and accordingly to deport them- 
ties, by a longer or ſhorter ay among them. 
War 


tion their Commiſſion was inlarg'd, and they were 


TAI Words of my Text may very well be ſup⸗ 
W their Miniſtry, and give the greater Diſpatch to 
beir Progreſs from one Place to another, in pub- 


entrance into any Place, to inquire whether there 
ppear d to be in it a competent Number of Per- 


(fy 6:3 

Wrar I propoſe, by Gop's Aſſiſtance, 'ta | 
conſider from the Text is, I 7: 
1 ſtat 
I. Wo were the Perſozr whom the Apoſtles and 
. were to eſteem, and treat as Worthy, in the wit 
firſt Promulgation of the Goſpel. ; ed | 
II. By what Means, and for what Eads they f and 
were directed thus to inquire into Perſons of 


Worthineſs. J {cl 
III. How far we may act by * ſame Rules in 

judging our Morthineſs, in our preſent Inquiries 1. 

into reveal'd Truths. A 5w 
IV. Vixvicars the Account I ſhall give of . their 
the Notion of Goſpel Worthineſs. brou 


V. Max ſome Iferences, which I think fairly I Chrit 
4 deducible from what 1 have advanc' d. 2 Faith 
N. | F recein 

I. Iam to confider who were the Perfons the Y 


Apoſtles were to eſteem, and treat as worthy, in the andi 


firſt Promulgation of the Goſpel. 5 ay 
F !t0Uulc 


A p here I think it proper to drop this previous +4] 


Remark: That Words ofa very high Sound loſe much 

of their legal Significancy, when they come to be "Hp 
explain'd in a Goſpel Senſe. By Worthineſo therefore, ſons | 
wearenotto underſtand any meritorious Qualifications, f lich 
which gave Men a proper Claim to the Privileges > and in. 


af the Me ſi ah's Kingdom 3 for then the Goſpel 10 Oyer 


which appeared unto all Men, bringing Salvation, ltrary 


would never have been cal d, The Grace LU 6 Id p. 


Ju. | & ative 
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It. 2. 11. But by it we are evidently to under- 
ſtand, in the general, only a teachable Diſpoſition, 
and a Preparedneſs of Mind to receive Inſtruction, 
without being blinded by fond Prejudices, or biaf- 
ed by worldly Motives, in Inquiries into the Truth 
and Goodneſs of that new Revelation of the Will 
of God, which was to be given to the World by 
ſeſus Chriſt. Particularly, 


1. Trax Apoſtles were to eſteem and treat thoſe 

25 worthy, who were diſpoſed to receive, or reject 
their Revelation, according to the Credentials they 

A brought of their coming from Gop. Neither 
ö Chriſt nor his Apoſtles claim'd ſuch an implicit 
faith in their Dictates, that the People ſhould 
receive their Meſſage without a Divine Teſtimo- 
ny ; but continually appeal'd to Miracles, and the 
landing Revelation, as ſufficient Motives to gain 
tional Aſſent; and were willing their Report 
ſhould ſtand or fall by the Evidence which attend- 
edit, John 10. 37, 38. If do not the Works of my 
Father, believe me not : but if I do, tho ye believe not 
ne, believe the Works. The Chriſtian Religion, at 
ls firſt Publication, was to try its Fate among Per- 
ons of various and quite contrary Diſpoſitions, 
which denominated them worthy or unworthy. Some, 
| * are, . er among che Jews, were 
. n with Prejudices ; ſo inſlay'd to the Ar. 
1 þ rary Decrees of the Scribes and Phariſees, who 
ud put their Fore-Father's, and their own Autho- 


2 * 
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e Caſes into the Room of the Sacred Text; 
s hat 


x 8 
that they were Proof againſt the Conyi&ion of 
Miracles, and deaf to the plaineſt Scriptures, 


which would eaſily have forc'd their Aſſent to 


Chriſtianity, had they ſuffer d the Scriptures to be 
their own Interpreters, and not blindly reſign'd 


among them as genuine and authentic. To at- 
tempt the Conviction of Perſons of this perverſe 


Complexion, was, in effect, to ſpend Ammunition 
upon Rocks; ſince they would ſtop their Ears wy b. 
againſt a Demonſtration, rather than it ſhould pe- 
l F Wmrac 
netrate their Underſtandings, and convince — 0 

ech « 


* he Apoſtles met with ſome of tkis baſe Dipol. | Import 


tion among the Gentiles too, who drown'd the 
Voice of Reaſon with that popular Cry, Great is | 


Diana of the Epheſians, As 19. 34. However; b ut Ha 


chere were ſome honeſt Souls diſpers'd among the MJ" 
unthinking Crowd, and the furious Zealots, 5 | 
durſt not reject the M. ah, or his Doctrine, with- n Wiunted 
out a fair Hearing, . ſince both brought: ſuch jult | c 
Pretenſions of coming from Gop. Here and 
there ſtood an honeſt Nathanael, an fraelite indeed, | 
who was, at leaſt, willing to come and ſee, whether WM 
any good thing could come out of Nazareth. Some WF" 
of all Sorts not only made Pilates Inquiry, hat WI Meir . 
| # Truth ? but had Patience enough to ſtay for an 
| Anſwer, and Sincerity enough to be concluded by 


| the Evidence. It is upon Record, to the everlaſt- 
| ing Honour of the Bereans 5 and the perpetual Infa- , 


of what they had no Mind to believe, As 7 


4 
, 


my 
| 


my 0! 
lame 

ble 
the e 


their Underſtandings to thoſe unaccountably odd l 


Interpretations, which were commonly receiv'd | 


fire in 
for th 
les 
had re 


ſtion, 


ud to 
ſexible 


. 


ear the 
urther 0 
Mo put 

lid to Ju 
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ny of thoſe at Tyheſſulonica, and, all Perſons of the 


ane Temper, - As 17. 11, 12. Theſe were more 


wble then thoſe of Theſſalonica, in that they received 


| the Word with all readineſs of Mind, and ſearched the 


WS iptures daily, whether theſe Things were ſo: there- 
Wie many of them believed. Some were prepared 


or the Reception of the Goſpel by thoſe Mea- 
ures of Knowledge, Faith, and Goodneſs they 
kad receiv'd under a former Diſpenſation; others 
wly by an inquiſitive Gezizs, a reachable Diipo- 
tion, and natural Sincerity, diſpoſing them to 
embrace or reject it according to Evidence: But 
wh of them were worthy according to the true 
Import of this Head, or elſe our Saviour had never 
kid to the chief Prieſts and Elders, who were in- 
kxible thro” Prejudice, Mat. 21. 31: The Publicans 
a! Harlots go into the Kingdom of G O D before 
wu, 

Tux this is a true Notion of the Horthineſs 
med at in my Text, we may learn from the 
lecount given of thoſe of a contrary Temper, 
fuſe 13, 14. Who are reckon'd nmworthy, - as indiſ- 
os'd to receive the Apoſtles, or ſo much as gie 


eir Meſſage a fair Hearing, before they rejected 


t Againſt ſuch they were to ſbake of the Duft 


WI their Feet, becauſe they wou'd not receive, nor 
er them, Mark 6. 11: This Account may be 


Inder confirm'd from Acts 1 3. 46. Where they 


o put away the Word of the Lord from them, are 


4 lid to Judge themſelves umvorthy of eternal Life. 


B 3. Tuzr 


| 
K 
{LY Only Were accounted worthy by or 


vt 
© ge | 


who, after Conviction, 


Saviour, were above be- 


ing bizs'd by any Tempofal Moti ves to deſert hisY 


Cauſr. When the Chriſtian Religion made its fir 


Appearance iu the 


” but vimoſt every where perl::cuted too. 
> ly for:faw, ſuch an unpopular Religion would gainf 


lew perfevering Proſelytes among thoſe, whoſe Re- 
to im were cſabliſh'd upon no better Prin- 
ciples, than ſuch as would truckle ro ConſfideraF 
tions drawn from Intereſt, Reputation, or the Wil 


who, from the Time they 


gard 8 


of imperious Mortals; 


met with any Proſp Jos of Difficulty, or were put 


under any Diſcouragements, would go back, and 


walk no more with him. Our Lord did not fo much 


regard the Number, as the Quality of his Diſci® 
ples; and was therefore very open in letting Mei 


HIM before-hand what they mult expect, if theY 
would be Votarizs of his Religion; 
ing, 
norantly, or upon 
diſgrace his Cauſe 
very Account he 


by a cowardly Retreat. 


that loveth Futher or Myther 
of me . 
me, is not worthy of me: And he that taketh not | 
Crofs, and foloweth aſier me, is not worthy of n 
Whoever was capable of being aflrighted out 


World, it had the Misfor:une to! 4 
be not ouly every where fpoken againsF, As 28. 22. \ 
Chriſt eaſi- 1 


well know 
that ſach as enter d themſelves Chriſtians ig 
{urprize, would afterwards on 
This 
gives of the Meaſure of Northi 
z:2ſs expected in his Diſciples, Mat. 10. 1755 wy 
more than me, is not worthy | 
Ad ke that loveth Son or Danghter more 1 & 

ecratie 
ud ad 


= 
4 
1 f | 
” * 
Ry 
> * 


his R 
ſnuat 
the Sc 
was 2 
tian ! 
92d 
that v 
tons 
ard If 
(erat i. 
par d, 
ligelt 
tempo 
Chriſt 
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1 
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make t! 
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Wd! 
kis Religion by worldly Terrors, wheedled by In- 
fnuations of Gain or Applauſe, or banter'd by 
the Scoffs of an Infidel Age, Chriſt very well knew 
was an Apoſtate in Heart, while a forward Chriſ- 
ian in Profeſſion. The Meaning of that foremen- 
t93'd Text, and many others of a like Nature, 

tat whoever would be influenc'd by the S0 
tons of Friends, the Threats of Enemi. 

card to humane Au thority, or any ten, oral Contt- 
1 to deſert his Interctt, and was not pre- 
par'd, in habitual and prevailing Reſolution, to 
digeſt all the Infamy, ſufter all the Loſs, and other 


temporal Inconventences, Which his Adherence to 


I Chriſt might expoſe him to, was not worthy the 


Denomination of his Diſciple. 


IT. IAM to ſhew by what Means, and for what 
Eids the Apoſtles are directed to inquire into Per- 
bas orthineſs. 


Tuo' they had the Gift of diſcerning Spirits, 
jet it. could not be our Lord's Intention to autho- 
tze them, in ordinary Caſes, to pump for the 
vcrets of Men's Hearts, that they might wit! 
e better Grace condemn and abandon them as 
ooltinate in their Infidelity. They were oaly to 
nike the beſt Remark ls could by humane Ob- 


ration, who appear'd beſt diſpos'd to embrace 


® 


tid adhere to the Truth, that they might nor 
Fork upon unapt Materials, and labour in vain. 


B 2 | MI vc nr 


F897 
Moc x leſs will my Text warrant the Apoſtle 
Succeſſors, who are far inferior to them, in ſettind 
up Courts of Hu ſition, as in Italy and Spain ; of 
making uſe of any leſs Terrors, to ſcrew from 
Men a Declaration of the Sentiments of theic 
Minds, that they may have Matter of Reproach 
and Accuſation againit them out of their ownl 
Mouths ; or clſe, as eftefually undermine theid 
Reputation, by propagating a groundlels Suſpicion 
that their {tft Silence proceeded from their being 
conſcious of the Badneſs of their Principles; when, 
pernaps, | 


formation, recover'd one Truth or other from 
under the Rubbiſh of inveterate and faſhionable 
Prejudices ; or contribute to the Growth of Ecce 
Faſt cal Tyraxny, which has been the Cauſe of af 


tetticd Error ; and whoſe Pretenſions have, off 


late, been ſo well examin'd, that, I truſt, it will, 


in due time, be g ng. diſclaim'd, as an illegi- ; 


rimate Impoſt ture, which has long uſurp'd upon the 


Royalty of Jeſus, and the lmnunittcy of his free 


born Sabjects. 


Tu Apoſtles, and their Succe ſſors, were not | 


to inquire into Perſons Worthineſe, in order to pro- 
ceed judicially againſt any who rejected them and 
their Doctrine, to deliver them over, when and 


their Obſtinacy was Rational and Reli- 
gious too, in as much as they durſt do; or ſuffer any} 


thing rather than diſcountenance thoſe free ſpiritualſ 
Inquiries, which have, in moſt Ages ſince the Re- 


where 
or He. 
0. CO! 
072 D 
F 


IT 1 
Inenttd 
ſhould 
by Proc 
of Hon 
Fines 2 
Diſcout 
55 di 
krror a 
Conftit 
lan's C 
de ot! 
he con 
1d tell 
but a 
Uriſt v 
Wes a' 
bround 
berefor 
ing to 
6, My 
lt? of 
ututi. 
ed J. 


Sf 


o H-retics convict ; not to call for Fire from Heaven 
o conſume them; which Chriſt rebukes in his 


on Diſciples, ſaying, Te kiow wot whet manner of 


un je are of, Luke 9. 55. 


l ir was, without doubt, as far from Chrift's 
Ihnention, that the Succeſſors of his Apoſtles 
Iaoald propagate his Religion, or any Part of it, 
b; procuring the Civil Magiſtrate to annex Places 

Woof Honour and Profit to one Set of Opinious ; but 
fines and Impriſonment ; or, at leaſt, negative 
Diſcouragements to Sentiments happily, or unhappi- 
h diflerent from the Eſtabliſhment. Truth and 
bor are the ſame in all Places, nor can any legal 
Conftiturion vary their Nature, or vacate a Chriſ- 
Wia's Obligations to embraces the one, and reject 
Die other, as far as he can diſcern it. To ſuggeſt 
lic contrary, is to plead for a State Rel gion indeed, 
a tell the People they need not ſearch their Bible, 
Wit a Statute Book, in the choice of Opinions. 
nt well knew that temporal Motives on either 
e are far enough from being the proper 
Pounds of a rational, or religious Perſuaſion ; and 
erfore diſclaims them in his Religion, as ten- 
sto advance Hypocriſy, not Truth, John 18. 
W Kingdom is not of this World. Chriſt was ſo 
- of the Reaſonableneſs, and Goodneſs of his 
bution, that he diſtruſted not in the leaſt, chat 
el Truth would be able to contend with armed 
and force its Paſſage thro' the World. & 
can't 


where they could, to the ſecular Arm, as Ifedels, - 


hat > ag 


R 


F ⁵ ü —⁰ Rs 


n 


ean't therefore chuſe but ſuſpect that ſuch OpiM.., ;:. 


nions and Ulages i t- > Church, as can't be 3 he {2 
ported by Scriptite aud Argument, but are forc'd police 
to fice to Authority for Protection, are mere Inno nd h 
vations, which may ſooner be found in EcclefafticaMiifior 
Canons than in the Brble. . doald 
| Time, 
Arp that the Apoſtles were to enquire intqſintion 
Perſons Horthine/s, not to impoſe their Creed, tho it pre 
infallibly true, or perſecute ſuch as rejected it, wal for th 
may learn from my Context, v. 13, 14. where all the viſe, 
Reſentment they were to ſhew againſt thoſe wha, he 
rejected them, and their Miniſtry, was to leavefWhrift 
them or their Infidelity, and to ſhake off the Daft o Bundy 
their Feet as a Teſtimony againſt them. FE 
WM form 
HI. I A u to ſhew how far we may act by tha fed ir 
ſame Rules in judging concerning our Mortbineſi, if biſhop 
our Inquiries into revealed Truths. w2er 
nuſt er 
I GAV x, there is this very material Diff 5 nake 
rence between the Apoſtles Cafe and ours: The n:c4 | 
Doctrine came by Inſpiration of God, and they dinati. 
were inabled to confirm it by Miracles; fo tha nor 
they might well judge of the Morthineſi of thei ted in 
Hearers by their Reception of the Revelation i muſt b 
ſelf, and particularly of the grand fundamenta ene 
Article of it, That Chriſt was the Son of God, ani he 
the Saviour of the World. This they might [ear "ſpirec 
from Chriſt himſelf, John viii, 24. For if je bleu W ficreric 
3 Ot — le refs 


70 5 
fg 


4 tl 


©2655] 
lat I am 117 1 Fo die iu your Sims, I think 
i ame Rule, without any Limitation, may be 
pplied to any in our Age, who ſhall reje& Chriſt 
nl his Revelation, after ſuſicient Means of Con- 


aion: Becayſe ſuch a Meaſure of Sincerity, as 


Jod have paſs'd for Worthineſs in our Saviour's 
WTim:, would, I am perſuaded, determine any 


tional and honeſt Man in favour of his Religion 


W:: preſent, upon due Examination. But then, as 
Wor thoſe Points which are held in diſpute among 


wiſc, and ſober-minded Proteſtants, who, in gene- 


n, hold all that Faith which conſtituted the firſt. 


Chriſtians, or was in the Creed for near four 


Jl Hundred Tears, I can't imagine a good GOD will 


udge us ſo much according to the Notions we 
form concerning them, as the Sincerity we have 
ſed in our Inquiries about them. A molt worthy 
Biſhop, who may, I think, paſs for the beſt Ma- 
ger in Controverſy, has prov'd, that 2 Man 
nuſt needs be juſtified in the beſt Choice he can 
nake for himſelf ; and has, I doubt not, capti- 
nted molt who have a Capacity, Leiſure, and In- 


nation to purſue cloſe Reaſoning. Ir ſeems De- 


nonſtration to me, that a Man muſt needs be juſti- 


1 ied in the beſt Choice he can make; for elſe, he 
WJ ut be juſtified in a worſe, or can be juſtified in 


he at all. And whether a Man has made the 
et he could, muſt I think, unleſs we had ſome 


11 ow Perſons amongſt us to jadge who is 4 
1 W flcreric, that is, condemned of himſelf, Tit. iii. IT, 


it refer d to the final Deciſion ol ſeſus Chriſt, 


| al 
who Jearcheth the Hearts, Rev. 5 23. Tis not the 
Province of any fallible, uninſpir'd Succeſſors of 
the Apoſtles, to reveal new Doectrines, or pre 
ſcribe new Laws to the Coniciences of Men ; bud 


only to require them to receive the old ones, ag 
obliging their Conſciences, by the mere Authority 


of Jeſus, as far as they can be help'd to diſcern 
them in their Bib/?s. And, in this reſpe&, the 
Meaſure of Worthineſs is the ſame ; I mean Since 


rity; and a cloſe immediate Regard to Chriſt's 
Revelation, in order to form our Faith and Man- 
ners by it, is the Point on which our Worthineſs 
turns. A Perſon holding the Foundation, who is 
humble, ſincere, diligent, unbias'd, and does his belly 


to inquire into Truth from Scripture, who prays 


earneſtly for the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, and} 
holds no Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, can hold no 


Error criminally, much leſs which is damning 5} 
becauſe Sincerity, and not Infallibility, is made 
the Condition of the new Covenant, Phil, x. 104 
This ſeems to be the Import of 1 Cor. 3. 11-154 
For other Foundation can no Man lay, than that uch 
is laid. which is Feſus [ the] Chriſt. Now if any Mas 


build upon his Foundation, Gold, Silver, precious Stone, 
od, Hay, Stubble; every Man's Work ſhall be made 
manifet, for the day ſball declare it; becauſe it ſha? 


be revealed by Fire, and the Fire [bal try every Max's} 


Mork, of whats fors it is. If any Man's Work bike, 
which He hath hilt thereupon, He ſhall receive a Reward. 


If any Man's Work ſhall be burnt, He ſhall ſaer Laßt 


ln he himſelf hall be ſaved; jet fo as by Fife be 
| tat 


thro | 
may 
gion, 

cordin 


tereſt 
fair I 
would 
1 Mat 
as to 
zmonę 
they 
2 M. 
much 
he m. 
world! 
beſt ( 
and 2 
more 
World 
terer 
am: 
dlvat: 
leſs he 
ny Si 
Means 
found : 
obtain 
guilty 
Han T 
hey & 
Samir 


C11 
thro" Fire. I will not pretend to ſay, a Man 
may be worthy in the Choice of a falſe Reli- 
gion, and unworthy in the Choice of a true, ac- 
cording as he was directed by Education, In- 
tereſt or Humour; or elſe by Conſcience and 
fair Enquiry ; becauſe I am perſuaded Sincerity 
would, in the uſe of proper Helps, always guide 
Man to the Choice of the true Religion. But 
3 to particular Opinions, and Differences 
among Proteſtants, who make the beſt Inquiries 
they can, I will venture to ſay, without Submiſſion, | 

1 Man is not to be denominated worthy, {0 1 
nach by his being in the one right Way, which | | 
Ile may happily be led to by Education, or 
worldly Motives, as by his having form'd the | 


| beſt Choice he could according to Scripture; | | 

N - . . . . + 
| and adhering to it with inflexible Integrity; 1 
ore from regard to Chriſt, and an inviſible 
Vond, than any lower Conſiderations, which can 1 


erer render any Profeſſion or Practice Religious. | 
Im aſſur'd a good Gop has not connected my | 
| duration with a dextrous way of thinking, un- N 
leſs he has given me ſuch a Faculty, but with j 
ny Sincerity in the beſt uſe of the Faculties and 1 
| Means T have: And therefore I would rather be 
„ bund, under any Miſtake imaginable, which has | 
brain'd among fair Protetunt Inquiries, than 
dullty of their irrational Obſtinacy and unchriſ@ | 
dan Fury, who blindly condemn what, for ought | 
ty know, may be Truth, fince they never 
wamin'd ir. ; 


4 Upon 


— 


3 


Ueyeon theſe Principles, which, I think, have ven 
Rational and Scriptural Evidence enough, it fo h : do 
lows, that Miviſters are not to condemn their 1 
People, or one another, nor People their Mi- one 
niſters, or each other, as anworth, becauſe they e 
thwart them in their Speculations, unleſs their ; the 
Notions are ſo evidently repugnant to our com- tio! 


mon Revelation, that tis impoſſible a Lover of 
Truth and Goodlinefſs ſhould fall into them. This, dcr 
were it not a Contradiction in Terms, fallible P 
Men ſhoald be abſolutely certain of, before they to 
venture to ſit in Judgment upon each others I Cit 
Title to Chriſtianity, and Hopes of Salvation; "<<< 
fince we are all the Servants of another Maſter, M th: 
and cannot be in the leaſt affected as to our eter- i TU 
nal State by the Sentence of any Man, or Body FI ry (\ 
of Men whatever. Till theſe Principles ate to h 
ſolidly confured by ſcriptural Evidence, a Chri- he 1 
tian may paſs for worthy, whether he be led by now 
fair Inquiry into Scripture to be a Calviniſt, Bax" Scri 
terian, or Arminian ; to be Epiſcopal, Preſbzterian,F appr 
Independent, or Autipædobaptiſg. Whoever he be after 
wi is ſtudious above all things to know, and do In { 
the whole Mind and Will of Chriſt ; does not Perf; 
knowingly take his Mode! of Religion fron not 
mere humane uvinſpir'd Compoſitions, but from 

his Bible, after the honeſt uſe of the beſt Helps 

he can get to underſtand it; who does not /@ 


much enquire to what Side of a Controverlf 
ſecular Diſcouragements or Preferments, popula 
Odium 


5 


„ 
Olum or Applauſe are annexed, but what was 
the Mind of the Holy Ghoſt, and firmly ad- 
heres to that in Profeſſioa and Practice, may 
very well paſs for a worthy Perſon: And whoever 
docs, God will not, becauſs Conſcience cannot, 
don't ſay, does not, condemn him. If ſuch a 
one difcovers the Spirit and Life of' a Chriſtian, 
we ſhould charitably conclude he has as much of 
the Chriſtian Faith as is neceſſary to his Salva- 
tion, even tho' we think we find ſomething 
more, or contrary to his declared Sentiments in 
Scripture. Dr. Hamond * informs us from 
Plotius and Evagrins, that Synefius was advanc'd 
to the Dignity of a Biſhop in the Chriſtian 


Church, before he could ailent to the commonly 


receiv d Notions concerning the Refurre&ion of 
the Body. = 
Uyox the whole, I think we may conclude eve- 
ry ſuch Perſon worthy, who has Sinceriry enough 
to have diſpos'd him to embrace Chriſtianity, had 
he liv'd in the Age of the Apoliles ; and can 
now be ſaid to disbelieve nothing reveal'd in the 
Scriptures, but thro' a mere Inability rightly to 


apprehend the Meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, 


after unprejudic'd Inquiry, and earneſt Pray er- 
In ſhort, a worthy Perſon is one whoſe religious 
perſuaſions, Profeſſions; and Practices depend 
not upon humane Determinations; but he is 


C52 | Willing 
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* Diſcourſe of Fundamentals, Chap. 2. Sect . 9. 
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20 
willing in all Things to be coacluded by Divine 
Authority; draws all his Motives from a future 
World, and not temporal Conſiderations; is 
willing in all things to live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and peaceably with his fellow Chriſtians ; and 
adheres to. what he apprehends the Cauſe of 
Gon with a rational and Chriſtian Obſtinacy, 
againſt all Temptations of Flattery or Terror to 
the contrary ; like one who fit ſat down and coun 
ted the Cotti, Luke xiv. 28. | 


IV. I am to vindicate the Account I have 
given of the Notion of Goſpe/ Worthineſs. And 
particularly : 


1. Tx1s Account muſt be true, becauſe, 
without ſuch a Diſpoſition, the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion could never have obtain'd in the World- 
Had Mankind been ſubjected to the diſcretio” 
nary Authority of Civil Magiſtrates, or Church 
Guides in Matters of Religion, Chriſtianity 
could never have been embrac'd without draw- 

ing the Guilt of downright Rebellion upon the 
L Profeſſors of it. The Jewih Sanhedrim met very 
often for the Determination of the main Contro- 
verſy of that Age, Metber Jeſus were the pre- 
prijed Irleſſiah or not. But becauſe they could not 
reconcile his Pretenſions with their received Tra- 


reconcil'd with the Scriptures, they ſhew'd them- 
ſelves at once fallible and wicked, by determin- 
| 7 -* Ins 


ditions, though they might eaſily have been 
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ing againſt him. Some argued he could not be 


of God, becauſe he kept not the Sabbath day, Job. ix. 
15, when the Truth was, he did not keep it ac- 


cording, to their corrupt Gloſſes. After Chriſt's 
Death a vaſt Body of them pronounced him 


E Matth. xxvii. 63. And after his Re- 
rrection, they command the Apoſtles not to teach 
i 22 Name of Jeſus, Als iv. 18. Nay, even 
ne Heathens had ſo ſtiff an Eſtabliſhment among 
them, that when the Apoſtles preached - the 
Goſpel at Philippi, they were accuſed to the 
Rulers for an Innovation. Acts xvi. 20, 21. Theſe 
n do exceedingly trouble our City, and teach Cuſ- 
ms which are not lawful for us to receive, nor obſerve, 
wir Romans. Now if the Council at Jeruſalem 
ad Authority to declare the Senſe of Scripture, 
has to bind the Conſciences of the People, the 
fimitive Converts were condemnable for em- 
racing Chriſtianity, merely upon a Judgment 
private Diſcretion, againſt the Decrees of their 


rach were thoaght by ſome of Force enough to 
verrule the maſt plain Senſe of numerous Scrip- 
ures, Had not the Church's Anthority, to ob- 
ge Perſons to receive their Determinations 
hour Examnination, been a mere ſham Pre- 
rice, it would have been an unanſwerable Pre- 
jaice againſt receiving Chriſtianity ; ſince the 
fople were ſure to be condemned which way 
rer they acted: By Chriſt's Sentence, if they 
= | belie vd 


curch's Guides, and long receiv'd Traditions, 


A Cone 4, - pon. — * a F — 


ec . 


; 
| 
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But / we find our . allows the meaneſt of 
the People to appeal from the Judgment of thy 
Sanhedrim to the SCriptures, and to ſet up 25 
Judges for n e if they would be at the 2 
Pains to enquire, though they ſhould happen tg, 
contradi& the Sentiments of their Superiors, whg 
arrogantly enough claim'd a Right to interpret abs 
ſolutely for them. Joſm v. 39. Search the Scriprurery 
for in them ye think ye have eternal Life ; and they arg 
they which reflify of me. This Direction will beaf 
out any Diſciple of Chriſt, who is an impartid 
Inquirer after Truth, in preferring plain Texy 
of Scripture to the Decrees of all the uninſpir 
Writers which have been, or are upon the Earth 
And, indeed, they cannot approve themlſclval. 
worthy, if they do not. 
a Judgment of privare Diſcretion in chooſing 8 
Religion for themſelves before they could by 
Chriſtians, they cannot be debar'd from the ſam 
Privilege, in forming a Judgment concerning tit 
particular Matters reveal'd in that Religion. 


2. AxoTtnetr Reaſon, why this muſt be a tru 
Account of Chriſtian Jorthinefs, is, That witho { 
it the Purity of Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip cal 
never be maintain'd in the World. We may tals 
it for granted, the Bleſſed Feſus, the adored Ai 
thor of our Religion, in whom (or which) were bn 
all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, Col. if 
3. has therein provided ſome effe&ual Methof 
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beliey'd not in him; and by theirs if they dia 


If Perſons might claim 
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J preſerve, or purge his perfect Inſtitution from 
Noorruptions. There is, I believe, no other con- 
J:irable way of attaining this End, but either by 


uthorizing one, or more, to bind their Deter- 


Ininations upon the Conſciences of others as in- 


allible as themſclves ; or leaving all to free and 


en mpartial Inquiries after Truth from Scripture, 


vithout being accountable to any, beſide God, 


In Matters which relate merely to his Favour, 


ind to Salvation. The former Method has been 
red too long, to the bringing Errors into the 
church, the driving Chriſtianity out of ſome Na- 
ions, and Proteſtantiſm out of others, by mere 
maccountable Authority. The latter has been tried 
eo little: But whatever Good there is in the 
World, or Church, is the Fruit of it; particularly 
le Reformation. I am perſuaded, were this worthy 
\irit indulg'd in its full Latitude, it would ſoon 
bing the Reformation to a. much greater Per- 
tion ; nor would any Errors, which might oc- 


alonally ariſe, long ſtand the Teſt of Scriptural 


INquiries : And they could not grow very for- 
midable, unleſs they have the Countenance of 
ſome Authority. They, who contend for the 
brmer Method, had need produce their Com- 
million, and a very plain one, and try how-they 
an juſtify the Reformation, and Nonconfor- 
nity, upon thoſe laviſh Principles. They, who 
pad for the latter, can ſhew their Charter for 
the Liberty they claim: Rom xiv. 5. Let every 


Man be lully perſuaded in his own Mind. The 


Church 


— 


BY 


Church of Rome is aware, ſhould ſhe allow the 


Scripcures to be read in a way of private judg- 
ment, the People would ſoon grow too wiſe to 


remain in her Communion; and therefore 
are expreſly taught to reſolve their Faith 
the Church's Deciſions : 
who are not aware of ſomething among 


which won't bear the Scripture Teſt, need be 


they | 
into 


them 


apprehenſive of no Danger from allowing this 


Liberty in its full Extent. 


cleſiaſtical or Civil, 


Rules, and being condemn'd which ever 
they act? If after reading the Scriptures 


profeſs, or act contrary to what, upon the belt 
luck 


It ſeems plain to me, 
that whercver any Men, or Body of Men Ec- 
maintain, or act as if they 
did maintain a Claim unaccountable to Reaſon 
and Scripture of interpreting the Bible in an au- 
thoritative Way, and impoſing ſuch Interpreta- 
tions upon others as a Standard of Truth, 
a Teſt of Orthodoxy, the Spirit of Fee ſo fat, 
remains among them, though it paſs under the) 
Name even of Presbytery, or Independency; and they 
have unwarily quitted the only fare Ground, on 
which they can defend the Reformation. 
private Chriſtians are not at Liberty, and o- 
blig'd to conſult their Bibles for themſelves, 
follow the Reſult of their own free Inquiries 
why ſhould Proteſtants delude them, with put- | 
ting ſuch a Book into their Hands, which wills 
often bring them into the unhappy Dilemma ot ; 


ſeeing themſelves oblig'd by two inconſiſtent 
Way 


they 


But methinks Proteſi ants, ' 
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Cx 2 
judgment they can make, appears to be the 
Mind of Chriſt, they are fare to be condemned 
by him for Hypocriſy to Men, and Diſloyalty 
to himſelf. And if they are under real Obliga- 


4 : | 7 . 1 
FJ tions to comply with Humane Authority, they 


might juſtly be condemn'd for not being Papiſts 
it Rome, and Proteſtants at Geneva; for not uſing 
2 Liturgy and Ceremonies in Englaud, and for 
uling them in Scotland: And Chriſt muſt be ob- 
ig d to ratity the Sentence of his Vicegerents, 
whatever Conſcience ſaid in the Caſe. No 
Church, which pretends not to be infallible, need 


be oftended at the Suppolition, that in ſome 


Cales ſhe may actually err. And *tis plain, 
whatever Miſtakes or Abuſes obtain among Man- 
kind in Doctrine, Worſhip, or Diſcipline, muſt 
it at all, be rectified by ſuch Methods as I have 
hewn agreeable to the Goſpel Inſtitution. What- 
ever meer Humane Schemes might ſuffer, by 
giving a full Scope to this Goſpel Worthineſs, I 
am perſwaded it would contribute very much to 
the Revival, and ſpreading of pure, primitive, 
unadulterated, apoſtolical Chriſtianity. The Chriſ- 
tian Religion never gain'd ſo much Ground» 
5 when it was ſo far from being enforced by 
Humane Laws; that it was diſcountenanced by 
them every where, and was to force a Paſlage 
to the Conſciences of Men by its own intrniſic- 
Lvidence, Beauty, and Goodneſs ; which was 
ts Condition for ſeveral Centuries. Nor can 1 
erer hope it will prevail much, till this Princi- 
D ple 
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pte of Liberty be better underſteod, and more | 


cloſely purſued. If all Perſons are oblig'd to 
propagate what they eſteem Truth, and oppoſe 
what they call Error, with Force, 
Method than Argument, and explaining dark 
Scriptares by plain ones ; it follows, that he 
who is in an Error, 


Truth till better convinc'd, is oblig'd, by this 


Rule, to promote that Error at any Rate, and 


perſecute real Truth: And 'tis eaſy ro imagine 
(as the Caſe now ſtonus) that Truth would ſuffer 
moſt, upon theſe Principles, even in Chriſtendom. 


3. ANOTHER Conſideration, 
this Scriptural Account of Whorthineſs, is, that 
without ſuch a Spirit a Perſon cannot be a true 
Beli I know *tis become a uſeful Strata- 


ever. 


gem in &ccleſtaſtical Policy, to compliment thoſe 2 


whole Religion turns upon an implicit 
Faith, and gives their Impoſers no Diſturbance, 
But tis certain, whoever owe their Perſuafions 
about Religion more to Education and implicit 
Faith, than to any Acquaintance with their 
Bibles, and ars of a Spirit abje& enough to be 
determi ny by the Vote of the Age or Country 


as Ut, 


they live in; though they are ſure to be number d 
among the Orthodox, whether they live in Tr- 
Ley, or Eugluud, at Rome, or Geneva ; yet they 
cannot well number themſelves among the Faith- 
becauſe their Religion is not owing te their 

Faith 


ful 


or any other 
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Faith in Gos, but their blind Submiſſion te 
Men, and is finally reſolv'd not into Divine but 
Humane Authority. I dare not warrant ſuch a 
Profeſſion acceptable in any, at any time, or 
any where, after a fair Propoſal of better Means 
of Convi&ion.; becauſe they believe more upon 
Humane Authority, than upon Scriptural Evi- 
dence, which latter is the very Ground of Di- 
vine Faith. And it they are inflexible in what 
they dare not bring to the Teſt of God's Word, 
tio they happen to be in the right, they owe 
t to their Incogitancy, and the irrational Obſti- 
nacy of their Temper. I am not in the leaſt 
do::bttul, but a Perfon is juſtifiable as long as 
lincere, in adhering to Principles inſtil'd inte 
him in his Education, which came recommended 
wit: ſome Reaſons; I mean, before he had any 
Reaſon to be apprehenſive that the contrary Per- 
uaton was, or might be attended with more: 
but it after that he declines Enquiry foc fear 
of Conviction, or hardens himſelf to reſiſt Evi- 
tence, as it gains upon him, he needs a bet- 
ter Advocate than J am, to vindicate his Sin- 
cerity. Nor indeed can Impoſition, or Perſecu- 
nion alter Mens Opinions, or Faith; and con- 
1 it cannot alter their Profeſſion, with- 

it their proving inſincere: James 1. 20. The 


5 of Man worketh not the * eſs of 
bud, 


D 2 YI am 


E 
V. 1 Am to make ſome Inference, which I think Y Stiff 
fairly deducible from what I have advanc's,  retai 
n Antit 
THIS Doctrine not only licences, but F tions 
1 Chriſtians, in all contro verted Points, to pend 
form the beſt judgment they can from their rot,; 
Bibles, in a way of private Judgment. We not that 
only may, but ſhould, as we have Capacitics, N com 
and Opportunities, examine into the Grounds of F tures 
our Aſſent to what we receiv'd firſt, as we did Y Bible 
our Language, from others; and bring every © Faith 
Perſuaſion, which we owe to Memory, and not N rily 


Judgment and Faith, to the Teſt of Scripture ,F they 
aad not ſuffer this Goſpel Privilege to be wreſted then 
from us by any, who are vain enough to think I the ſ. 
themſelves fit to preſcribe to our Conſciences. the ! 


Indeed we are not to commence mere Sceptics in ¶ lome 
Religion, or heſitare in Matters which we find I Houle 
legible to our own Eyes in ſacred Writ; which I Chriſt 
we onght not to be wrangled out of by any JJ nanif 
Sophiſtry whatever, but filence the Contradic- I the ur 
tions of - pert Reaſon againſt the Truth of a Pro- ¶ Chriſt 
poſition plainly reveal'd, tho we are not wile IF confor 
enough to tell how theſe Things can be, 2 Tu. butatic 
1. 13. Hold faſt the Form of ſound Words, which ¶ hould 
hou haft heard of me. But then, if we would FF won 

not be impos'd upon, and have our Faith F yon v 
over-rul'd by Preſcription, we muſt not hold i Pre, 


faft any mere humane Forms with the ſame Religic 
Stiflneſs Jeu 


Jultify 
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41 
Stiffaeſs as thoſe which are Apoſtolical, leſt we 
tetain a Mixture of Error with the Truth. If 
Antient or Modern Confeſſions, the Determina- 
tions of Councils and Aſſemblies may be as ſafely de- 
pended upon as the Scriptures, why are they 
dot, in GO D's Name, bound up with our Bi bles, 
that we may know when our Rule of Faith is 
compleat? The Difference between the Scrip. 
tires, and humane Explications is this: Our 
Bibles only reveal to us that ſuch Articles of 
Faith are true; but Difators in Divinity arbitra- 
ily determine for others in what preciſe Senſe 
they are ſo, tho' God has never reveal'd it, and 
then hereticate all who will not ſubſcribe with 
the fame Aſſurance to their Explications, as to 
the Bible; tho' they can ever ſo plainly, in 
lome Caſes, diſcern the Inconfiſtency. We 
Hould learn from this Doctrine to! underſtand our 
Chriſtian Liberty better than to yield to ſuch a 


manifeſt Invaſion of Chriſt's ſole Prerogative, to 


the undermining the Foundation, on which the 
Chriſtian Religion, the Reformation, and Non- 
conformity ſtand, tho it were to ſave our Re- 
puration, our Eſtates, or even our Lives, if any 
hould be wicked enough to take them from us 


| on ſuch weak Pretences. The only Principle 


won which the Apoſtles could juſtify themſelves 
n Preaching, and their Converts in receiving 2 
Religion contrary to thoſe eſtabliſhed among 
frus and Gentiles ; upon which Proteſtants can 


Jultify their Separation from the Church of Rome, 
| and 


—_— —— 
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le 


and Proteſtant Difſenters their's from the Church of 
Every | 
Prin- 
ciple, is an apparent Advance towards Popery, | 
and a manifeſt Retreat from the avow'd Princi- 
ples of Nonconformity. I ſhall therefore incul- 
cate that Advice, Gal. 5. 1. Stand faſt in the L- ; 
What 
vas intail'd upon us by ſo indear'd a Benefactor, 
mould be accounted valuable for his Sake, and be 
the laſt thing we parted with. The moſt Illi- 
terate have as much Liberty to judge for them- 
ſelves, as the moſt profound Scholars ; becauſ: | 
they have, they ſhall be 
and not by the At- 
Chriſt has left his written 


England, is, that which I have inſiſted on. 
even the leaft Deparcure from this 


berty wherewith Chriſt hath made you free. 


whatever Capacities 
judged according to them, 
tainments of others. 
Word open to the peruſal of all his Diſciples, 


and oblig d them, in the uſe of Miniſterial and 
ether occaſional Helps, to underſtand it as well 
as they can, and practiſe accordingly with in- 
no Creed- 
Hxpoſers upon Earth will be able to bear us out 
at the Day of Judgment, in tranſlating our Faith | 
whom we nacdiat. 
think ſevere enough to cruſh us, if we do not. 
For my part, I ſhould tremble to refign my | 


violable Integrity. And, I am ſure, 


and Obedience from Chriſt to them, 
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ems t 
Underſtanding and Conſcience to the Guidance | 
of fallible Men, becauſe God hath bid me ſearc 
the Scriptures for my ſelf : And whoever would pte. 
tend to warrant me in implicit Faith or blind 


Obedience, I know I fhall be condemn d 755 ſn 
fincerity 


and CO 
deen, 
Lourteſ 
u the 
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Who 
fuicerity if J do not believe, and praiſe aceer- 
ding ro the Doctrines and Laws I my ſelf appre- 
hend to be reveal'd in Scripture. But, however, 
this Liberty muſt be us'd with much Modeſty, 
a humble Jealouſy of our own Underſtandings, 
and a ſuſpended Judgment till we are Maſters of 
the Evidence on both Sides; with fervent 
prayer for divine Aﬀiſtance, and a Charitable 
Temper to thoſe who differ from us, who may 
be more worthy than our ſelves, while yet our 
own Temper and Conduct may be ſuch, as may 
ſuisfy us that God will not ' condemn us, Gal. 
5, 13. Brethren, ye have been called to Liberty; 
ml; aſe not Liberty as an Occaſſon to the Heß. 


2 T HIS Doctrine ſhould prevent Chriſtiang 
from impoſing their Sentiments upon each other. 
Is poſſible a Man may be a Lover of GOD 
Ind Truth, that is Worthy, and yet under a Mi- 
tie: And therefore, tis a Temper very un- 

iadly to Mankind, as well as alien from the 
enius of Chriſtianity, to bear hard upon any 
or their cloſe purſuit of Truth, and their im- 
aediate regard to Chriſt's Revelation of it. 1 
In perſuaded one of the moſt ſucceſsful Strata- 
ens the Devil has uſed to hinder the Progreſs, 
corrupt tlie Simplicity of the Goſpel, has 
een, by tempting Men to put Truth upon the 
| lourteſy of Authority ; ſo that they were always 


% or Terror, procure the greateſt Numbers 
(the' 


n the right, who could by any Means of Flat- 


| 
! 


[ 
| 
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{ tho' they are uſually bias'd or unthinking) w. 


to authorize their Deciſions in Controverſy nay, 


to call in the Magistrate to ſilence, or the Mu to W 
inſult thoſe, who had moſt to ſay for themſelves. - 
e 


How much ſoever this Spirit obtain'd in the 
darker Ages, mcthinks Men of Senſe and Tem- 
per ſhould now grow weary, and aſham'd of ſuch 
Methods as diſgrace a good Cauſe, and can be 
needed only by a bad one, and diſmiſs them, be- 
fore the Rabble grow wiſe enough to deſpiſe them, 
and think meanly of Perſons who pretend not to 


be infallible, and yet will trample upon any who Te 
will not own their being in the right. Indeed the and 
Claim of the Roman Church to Infallibility is © 
weak enough, as well as arrogant; but the Claim thol 
of Proteffants to impole their Sentiments, is ma- al 

nifeſtly ſenſeleſs, becauſe inconſiſtent with their] uſua 
profeſſed Renunciation of all Pretences to Infalli 0 
bility. If Dr. Calamy underſtood the Principles oy 
of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, He tells us in his © 
Account of them, That © in their Aſſemblies, h 
« without pretend ing to any Authority, they gite I en 
« their Judgment in ſuch Matters as come be- maſt 
* fore them, or are refer'd to them, &c. Ii 0 

Pity any in theſe Parts ſhou'd begin to take ap, . 8 
or give the leaſt Countenance to a Spirit of In- 1 
poſition, when many of our very worthy Brethren *) * 

in the Eſtabliſament grow weary of it, and ma-. en 
ny of our own Denomination have made fo btabe 5 : 


a Stand againſt” it. For my Part, I can't but 


think an impoſing Nonconformiſt as great a Cor. 
tradiction 


— 
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tradition as a Nonrefisting Rebel; and wonder 


with what Face they can claim an Indulgence to 


their own Sentiments, from the Powers of this 
World, who are tor requiring a Subſcription to 


0 | FF 
unſcriptural Words, of their Brethren, under 
8. . ; h . . 
«| Penalties. There is a Canon in force againſt 
J urging our own Apprehenſions upon others as 


1 Teſts of Friendly or Chriſtian Communion, 
Rom. 14. 1. Him that is weak in the Faith re- 


„ede he, but not to douliſul Diſputations. Me- 
<1 thinks every Proteſtant ſhould tremble to join 
'Y in impofing ſuch Teſts upon others, under the 
to 
Terror of loſing their Uſefulneſs, Reputation, 
0 
by and Inrereſt ; which neceſſarily gains Hypocrites 
do their Party, and can bear hard only upon 
m thoſe worthy Perſons, who prefer Conſcience to 
I temporal Conſiderations. This hath been a 
uſual Means of filling the Churches with Prevati- 


cators, and Priſons with the Sincere. And tho", 
bleſſcd be Gon, the Spirit of Bigotry be now 
diſarm'd of the grand civil Terrors, yet *tis plain, 
whoever is gain'd by the leſſer Arts of Perſecu- 
tion, merely to prevent Diſgrace or ill Uſage, 
muſt, from that Inſtant, commence Hypocrite, 
tho he may paſs for a new Convert. I would, in 
te Spirit of Meekneſs, ask Perſons who approve 
ſuch Methods this Queſtion : Whether it I ſhould 
ſay to them plainly, If I humour you, I muſt 
© fin againſt Conſcience ; but, however, rather 
than ruin my ſelf, I will comply: „ they would 


dot have more reaſon to reje& me for this, than 
F far 


L 34 J. 
for diſowning their Authority? If they allow it, 
they mut own 'tis two great a Fetch of Eccl. 
ſialtical Policy, to lay me under ſuch a Tempta- 
tion, when, unleſs they convince my judgment 
by proper Arguments, they can only gain me to 
their Party by firſt debauching my Conſcience. 
Beſides, I would ask any who inſiſt upon a Sul- 
ſcription, or Declaration of abſtruſe Points, in hu- 
mane Words, as a Term of a Man's Miniſtry, 
or chriſtian Communion : Whether the Form of 
F Words they impoſe, or expect, makes the Article Y wc 
of Faith plainer than the Scripture, or not? Ii nt 
| the Scripture ſpeaks full as plain, why, I wonder, I eit 
ſhou!d not a Declaration in theſe ſcriptural Words Y 5; 
| cure their Jealouſy ; ſince the Declarer profeſſes Int 
as much as they do? It no Words in Scripture F Ch 
make the Matter ſo plain, liow came they to be no: 
ſo confident where the Scripture is ſilent? of ere 
what new Revelation legitimates their making Po. 
the Matter plainer than the Holy Ghoſt has Ser 
done? Either the Holy Ghoſt ſpoke as plain 5 FF tune 
he could, or as plain as God thought proper for I ,... 
| 2 Rule to the Churches. If he ſpake as plain SY „h. 
be could, they are no plauſible Contenders for ,;c. 
j his Divinity (which, J believe, is generally 4 f |, 
[ knowledg'd among Chriſtians; who fancy they Y an 
can ſpeak plainer, If he ſpake only as plain 28 tice 
God thought proper, they certainly invade his loo. 
Prerogatixe who pretend to make the Matter ] Te; 
plainer, and urge it upon Men's Conſciences. It, dine 
any ſay, this pacific Method, I propoſe, i Pre; 
wor 


1 
would introduce Arians and Socinians into the 
Church. I anſwer, They may modeſtly make as 


bold with humane Words, as with thoſe of- the _ 


Holy Ghoſt ; and he that can miſunderſtand his 
Bille, or prevaricate, may as eafily miſunder- 
ſtand a Creed, or conceal his own Senſe under 
other Men's Words; eſpecially if he be dextrous 
in Interpretations. Yea, he may think in this 
Caſe, he has a greater Liberty to impote upon 
his Impoſers. But whatever Perſons this Method 
would introduce, the - contrary would certainly 
introduce Hypocrites, which are worſe than 
either. If any ſay Papiſts will ſubſcribe the 
Bible, I deny they will ſubſcribe it as its own 
Interpreter, or any other way than as their 
Church has interpreted it; which may, ar may 
no: be the Senſe of Scripture : And I think who- 
ever ſubſcribes it, as interpreted by any Man, or 
Body of Men, does not properly ſubſcribe the 
Scripture, but that Interpretation, which 1s by 
theſe Means, in effect, become his Bible. It 
ny Object, That every Miniſter makes a Teſs, 
when he demands a Confeſſion of Faith at Bap- 
tim: I anfwer, That they only who urge 4 
large Scroll of diſputable Points, are concern'd to 
anſwer it, or take the Hint to relinquiſh a Prac- 
tice they cannot defend. For my part, I can 
look upon private Men's urging any unſcriptural 
Teſt upon Proteſtants, as no better than obtru- 
ding another Goſpel upon us, under a ſpecious 
Pretence of explaining the Old, and only Au- 

E 2 chent : 


L 36 | 
thentic one. A Submiſſion to ſuch a Claim of 
any fallible Miniſters upon Earth, appears to me 
a betraying the Fundamental Right of the Chril- | 
tian Church; and therctore I hope thoſe worthy 
Perſons who dificr from me in this Sentiment, | 
will bear with me, if I proteſt againſt any ſvch | 
Compliance, till better convinced of its Lawful. 
neſs, 


— 


1 


3. Tra:s DPodtrine ſhould reſtrain Chriſtians | 
from palling raſh and uncharitable Judgment | 
concerning each other, on the Account of dif- 
ferent Sentiments in Religion. No doubt there are 
Perſons worthy, in a Goſpel Senſe, on both Sides, | 
in our ProtefZant Controverſies. That Man mult } 
have an unexerciſ'd Head, or an uncharitable } 
H-art, who ſuggeſts the contrary ; fince they | 
who have done more than dip info a Controver- 
ſy, to learn the Shibboleth of a Party, and furniſh | 
themſelves with Matter of Reproach againk | 
others, whoſe Heads and Hearts are as wel 
turn'd as their own, though they find Argument 
enough on one fide to determine their Judgment, 
find enough on the other to conſtrain their Cha- 
rity. It becomes thoſe eſpecially to cultivate | 
Charity ro the utmoſt, who have lately varied their 
Sentiments ; ſince their Spirits muſt have taken | 
baſe Turn indeed, . when they imagine good Men | 
may not fairly be concluded by thoſe Argu- 
ments, which formerly appear'd concluſive to 


themſelves. To prevent uncharitable Surmiſcs | 
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E 
30 all Hands, I would ask furious Bigots, Whe- 
ther they dare hear, and confider all the con- 
trary minded have to ſay from Scripture, before 
they paſs Sentence on them, and purſue them 
with the modiſh Penalty of Defamation ? Have 
rou, by Examining the Scriptures impartially on 
both ſides, found the ſeeming Evidence run fo 
ntirely on one, that nothing but wilful Obſti- 
nacy can reſiſt it? Dare yon pronounce that 
none of thoſe, you ſo magilterially condemn, 
have examined the Senſe of Scripture as cloſely 
and impartially, and pray'd as fervently for the 
Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, as you have done? 
That none of them live as well, and ſhew as 
much Tenderneſs concerning Truth and Dury, 
Error and Sin, as you do ? I would hope it 
might contribute ' ſomething to reſtraia or ſtop 
the Growth of this Epidemical Vice, barely to 
read the Apoſtle's Challenge to ſuch as invade 
their common Maſter's Province, Rom. xiv. 4. 
Who art thou that judgeſt another Man's Servant ? 
To his own Maſter he ſtandeth or falleth, The 
Apoftle ſuppoſes him weak and erroneous, and 
yet defies any Man to judge him, merely becauſe 
another's Servant, accountable to Chriſt alone in 
thoſe Matters. Upon the whole, I am perſua- 
ded, they who endeavour to eſtabliſh their No- 
tions upon the Ruins of other Men's Sincerity or 
Reputation, and their own Charity, can never, 
ſuppoſing them in the right, make amends 
for the Damage they do the Church by their 
Outrage⸗ 
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Th 
_ Outrage. This made the Learned Davenant ſay, 
that erring Cyprian deſerved better of the Church 
than orthodox Stephen. I ſhall ſubjoin to this 
Head the pathetic Exhortation of the Apoſlle, 


' Eph: iv. 2, 3. I therefore, the Priſoner of the Lord, be- 


ſeech eu, that you walk worthy of the Vacation nuhere- 
with ye are called, with al Lowlineſs and Meehnef, 
with long ſuffering, forbearing one another in Lore: 
endeavouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 
of Peace. And becauſe Chriſtianity is a Practical 
Science, and a Doctrine according to Godliueſs, and 
the moſt Orthodox Notioniſt is not near fo ac- 


ceptable to God, as one whoſe Temper and 


Manners are formed according to the Model of 
Chriſt's Religion, I ſhall relieve your Patience by 
putting up the Apoſtles Prayer for the com- 
pleating your Horthineſs, Col. i. 9, 10. even that 
je may be filed with the Knowledge of his Wil,, in al 


Wiſdom, and Spiritual Underſtanding, that ye might] 


walk worthy of the Lord, unto all pleafing ; beim 


fruitſul in every good Work, and increaſing in ibe 


Knowledge of CO D. 
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